CHAPTER II
THE SYSTEM OF SECRET ALLIANCES, 1871-1890;
DOMINATION OF THE EASTERN EMPIRES
THE CONSEQUENCES OP THE FRANCO-PRUSSIAN WAR
THE Franco-Prussian War reversed a situation which
had existed for two hundred years.   After the Thirty Years'
War in the seventeenth century Germany remained weak.
Economically she had been exhausted by that terrible con-
flict in which all Europe trampled on her soil.   Politically
she was weak by her division into an incongruous multi-
tude of states differing in size and character, and by the
increasing rivalry for leadership between the decaying power
of the Hapsburgs and the growing vigor of the Hohenzol-
lerns.    Consequently she was continually subject to the
French policy of Richelieu and Mazarin, which aimed to
keep her weak and divided.    Occasionally, also, she was
subject to actual invasion and dismemberment by French
armies, as in the time of Louis XIV and Napoleon.   Early
in the nineteenth century, to be sure, in a time of great
danger and humiliation, Prussia and Austria had tempo-
rarily sunk their mutual rivalry; with English and Russian
assistance they had united in the War of Liberation to expel
and dethrone Napoleon,   But Waterloo did not end Ger-
many's internal weaknesses.    The loose Confederation of
1815 and the continued jealousy of Austria and Prussia left
Germany still comparatively impotent and unimportant as
an international power.   Finally, in the 18507s at the Frank-
fort Diet,  Bismarck became convinced  that Germany's
weakness- could only be cured by a fratricidal war in which
so